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VISIONS April 2011 

s I type this letter for the newsletter I am on my way back on New 
Jersey on the Amtrak train from a few days of continuing 
education time in our nation’s capital of Washington D.C.   I was 

there for an annual conference that happens every year called 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days.  You can check out their website for more 
information (www.advocacydays.org).  The last time I went to this 
conference was in 2007, and it is always a rich experience.   This time I 
went in a new capacity, as one of the people involved in the mission 
work of the PC(USA) in Colombia, and host to our two Colombian 
Pastors who are visiting with us.   Together we shared the leadership of a panel on the effects of war in 
Colombia on women and children, and we spent two full days lobbying our Congress (including some of our NJ 
reps) on US legislation as it pertains to Colombia.  I found myself many times over the weekend moved to 
tears as I listened to my Colombian sisters speak with great courage about the ministry they do in place of 
such deep violence, fear, and war.   I remember my first trip to Colombia twelve years ago, meeting the church 
there for the first time—and it still is a wonder to me today I get to help facilitate the work of some of the 
mission of our larger church in Colombia, and that I get to be a part of such holy conversations like the ones 
we had in DC this weekend every once in a while.    

You might be asking yourself, why would a Presbyterian, a Christian, spend time doing things like talking to 
Congress?  For me, it is because one of the central ways I follow Jesus is to make sure that the world we live in 
is more just and equitable for all of God’s people.   As a person of privilege, I have an opportunity to speak up, 
and for me, that feels like my duty as a person who loves Jesus and wants to see his vision of justice for people 
to be recognized.   It’s not something I do all of the time, but occasionally, when the opportunity presents 
itself.   We should all find ways that make sense in our lives to speak up, and to be a voice for those who 
cannot speak for themselves—I do believe it is what Jesus would have us do! 

For me, the conference time, while busy, was also a time of relaxation and spiritual renewal.  I got to see old 
friends, some of them from my time in Seminary and other places around the church.  Hanging out with 
friends is good for the soul—and so many of my friends are dispersed around the country (and I even saw one 
who was here visiting from Bolivia!).   I got to some great workshops about ways to bring back advocacy 
around local issues of hunger and community development that directly impact the things we are wanting to 
accomplish here in mission at WAPC—and I was inspired again about my ongoing role as a pastor.   Having 
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some time to get re-acquainted with the larger church, and some of the deep reasons for my call is a good 
reminder now and then! 

I also got to walk around DC in the spring, one of my 
favorite things to do.  The cherry blossoms were popping, 
and I could see that spring really is on the way—something 
I know we are all waiting for.   I promise all of you winter-
weary New Jersey-ians, spring is on its way, I saw it in DC 
and just in case, I took some photos as proof!!!!   
Time with our legislators reminded me again of the great 
gifts and responsibilities that our democracy calls us to, and 
I got in a trip to one of my favorite museums in DC—The 
Museum of the American Indian which is breathtaking.    

The break was needed because we have a VERY busy 
month coming up at Watchung Avenue in ministry!   We 

are about halfway through Lent, and there are many opportunities for worship and connection this month.   
Kori and Henry’s last Sunday with us is Easter Sunday, but we will have a party and celebrate the many gifts of 
ministry they brought to our congregation this year on Palm Sunday.  We are welcoming my two Colombian 
friends in ministry to speak to us on this coming Thursday night March 31st at 7PM, and also after worship on 
Sunday April 10th for a special coffee hour.  Most importantly for our families and children, we will be having 
our annual community Easter Egg hunt later this month and the youth group is hosting their next fundraiser 
on Saturday April 9th at 6PM for the Mission Trip this summer!     Lots of fun, lots of fellowship, and lots of 
opportunities for connection for each of us!!! 

Most importantly, we are on a journey this month towards the Cross and Resurrection.  Renewal and 
Fellowship are important themes for this month.   Lent is our time to renew our faith, and to celebrate each 
Easter in a new and more profound way, committing ourselves even more to being disciples of Jesus Christ.    
Jesus in his final days drew sustenance and strength from the people around him, and throughout his ministry 
he created strong ties for his disciples with each other and the communities they were a part of.   That is Jesus’ 
legacy to us: that we draw close to him, celebrate his resurrection, and go forward in faith and hope to create 
the beloved community he calls us to as individuals and as a people together. 

May the Light of Jesus be with you in this Lenten and Easter Season! 
Peace, 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
 

 

Worship During Lent 
Sundays in Lent, 10AM—Weekly Worship—Strength for the Journey of Renewal 

Sunday April 17th—Palm Sunday Worship with the Procession of the Palms 

Thursday April 21st—Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Worship with Communion 

Friday April 22nd—Good Friday Worship with Communion 

Sunday April 24th—Easter Sunday Worship! 
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April Worship 

April 3rd :  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament: Communion 

Scripture:  Psalm 23 & 

                 Ephesians 5: 1-11 

Sermon:  “Followers of the Light” 

April 10th:  Fifth Sunday in Lent/ 

                   One Great Hour of Sharing 

                   Henry Coates and Kori Phillips 

                   Preaching 

April 17th:  Palm Sunday 

Scripture:  Isaiah 50: 4-9a & 

                   Matthew 21: 1-11 

Sermon:  “The Road Warrior” 

April 21st:  Maundy Thursday Tenabrae, 7pm 

Sacrament:  Communion 

Scripture:  Exodus 12: 1-14, Psalm 116 & 

                   John 13: 1-17, 31b-25 

Sermon:  “The Last Moments with His  

                   Friends” 

April 22nd:  Good Friday, 7pm 

Sacrament:  Communion 

Dramatic Presentation of  
Jesus‟ Denial, Trial and Death. 

April 24th:  Easter Sunday 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 31: 1-6 & 

                   John 20: 1-18 

Sermon:  “Rising and Renewal: 

Reflections on Easter for Such a  

Time as This” 

New WAPC Operating Manual 

“At the March 14, 2011 Session meeting a 
new WAPC Operating Manual was approved.  
If you would like a copy of that manual to be 
sent you electronically or to pick up a hard 
copy, you may request one from Kathleen 
Golmont in the church office.” 

Celebrating Our Seminarians 
Kori Phillips and Henry Coates 

This year Watchung Avenue has been very blessed 
by the incredible ministry that has been done among 
us by our Seminary Students: Kori Phillips and 
Henry Coates.  They have been a part of leading 
church school, youth group, mission outreach, 
Confirmation class, a Lenten Bible study, events in 
our larger community and Presbytery.  Most of all, 
Kori and Henry have helped lead us in worship 
every Sunday; including preaching many times for 
us this year!  We have all watched Kori and Henry 
grow so deeply in their preparation for ministry and 
have enjoyed our friendship with them.  We have 
enjoyed many great and fun moments, we are going 
to miss both of them so much!!!!    

Kori and Henry’s last Sunday with our church is 
Sunday April 17th, and we will be having a special 
coffee hour after worship to celebrate this ministry.  
Kori and Henry will be preaching their final sermon 
(a conversation sermon!) on Sunday April 
10th….don‟t miss it!!!!    

Many of you have asked what is next for Kori and 
Henry; they will both be headed for India on April 
25th for a three week international preaching class.  
This summer Kori will be home in Ohio for her 
Clinical Pastoral Education class (hospital 
residency) and Henry will be doing a summer field 
education placement in South Africa.   We pray for 
God‟s blessings and protection to be upon both of 
them.    

Be sure to join us on Sunday April 17th for worship 
as we send Kori and Henry off to their next 
adventures in preparation for ministry!!!  (P.S.  
Please see Kathleen in the church office to make a 
contribution towards their gifts which we will present 
on April 17th) 

 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 

If every WAPC member gave an additional 
$1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the 
church deficit!  We would have more funds for 
mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD 
envelope found in your pew rack and then the 
offering plate each week. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Spring Sit ‘n’ Knit 

Sunday, April 3, 12:30 pm til 3 pm 

Come and join us to knit or crochet the afternoon 
away!  It‟s a great way to spend a chilly afternoon.  
We will gather at about 12:30 in the Parish Hall 
(after Henry‟s Bible Study) and share lunch, then 
retire to the lounge for a relaxing knitting session.  
Bring your latest project, or come to learn if you are 
a beginner.   Yarn, needles and instructions will be 
available.  Bring a light brown-bag lunch.  Dessert 
and beverages will be provided.  Teens and children 
are welcome, if they would like to learn to knit or 
crochet. 

Circle Of Grace 
Circle of Grace will meet Monday, April 4th at the 
home of Colleen Parliman and Monday May 2nd at 
the home of Dot Fenz. 

Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet April 5th, 7:30pm, at the 
home of Cathy Lyttle. 

Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet April 7th, at the home of 
Louise Thul. 

Princeton Theological Seminary 
Annual Book Sale 

It‟s time again for the Annual Book Sale.  April 6 
through April 9 with a Preview Sale on April 6.  
Whiteley Gymnasium, cornor of Hibben Rd.  and 
Stockton Street/ Rte 206 in Princeton. 
April 6: 9am-8pm($25 fee applies from 9-3pm) 
April 7, 8, 9:  9am-9pm.  If you would like to donate 
books or financial gifts, call 609.306.0787 or email 
ptsbooksale@gmail.com.  

Habitat For Humanity 5k Run/Walk 

Greater Plainfield Habitat for Humanity 

 5K April 10
th

 , 2011. 

Time:runners: 2pm  walkers: 2:05pm. 

For more info: www.gphabitat.org/5K 

One Great Hour Of Sharing Offering 

We will be taking the offering as a congregation on 
Sunday April 10th.  You can follow along with 

stories about the offering that will 
be presented in worship and in the 
bulletin.  Please use the One 
Great Hour of Sharing envelope in 
your offering envelopes box or you 
may use the envelope that will be 
in your bulletin in worship on the 

10th.  This offering goes to support three essential 
mission projects of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.): Self Development of People, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program.  More information 
about the offering can be found at 
www.pcusa.org/oghs  

Parents : Please bring children’s boxes to worship! 

Youth Group 

Saturday April 9th 
Dinner and Silent Auction Fundraiser at the church 
to support the youth mission trip.   Organizer of this 
event is Rachel Weissenburger.    If you have 
items/ideas for silent auction, please start letting 
Rachel know now!!!! 

Sunday May 1st 
Event at Unitied Church, Youth forum on 
overcoming racism. 
Mission Trip 
June 26 through July 1 to  Stony Point NY(see flyer) 

Clean Up Day! 
April 16th

 

To all church members and friends. 
We will be working on the church grounds and we 
will need help with weeding, raking, spreading 
mulch and general clean up of the grounds. 
We will start at 9am and finish about 11am. 
If you can help, call Tom Ledder at 908-232-2119 
or the church office and leave a message. 
Thank you,  Trustee Chairman,  Tom Ledder 

mailto:ptsbooksale@gmail.com
http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
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Special Joint Festival Day Of The 
Plainfield Presbyterian Mission 

Group 

On Sunday May 1, 2011 we will be having our 
annual joint worship service of the five Presbyterian 
congregations in the Plainfields.   The service this 
year will be held at the United Church on Front 
Street in Plainfield. 

As part of our event, we will be having lunch 
together after worship and following lunch we will be 
having a time of training for all five of our 
congregations around issues of race and how to 
overcome racism in our communities.   The 
leadership boards of all five of our congregations are 
committed to attend and we want to be sure that 
every single member of our congregations also 
attends this event.   Free childcare will be available 
and a separate track for youth groups will also be 
set up.    

This is the schedule for the day: 
10-11:30AM  Worship 
11:30AM-12:30PM Lunch  
12:30-3:30PM  Training 

Our training will be led by the Rev. Dr. David Bowie 
of the Greater Atlanta Presbytery.  He will be joined 
by the Rev. Mark Koenig, Director of the 
Presbyterian Office at the United Nations and 
member of the NYC Presbytery and another trainer, 
Jackie Caleb.    

Please sign up with the WAPC office by April 25, 
2011 and indicate the number of people from your 
home who are attending and how many children 
need childcare and their ages!  If you have any 
questions, please be in touch with Pastor Shannan 
at the church office. 

See you there for a GREAT and EXCITING 
gathering of Presbyterians!!!! 

Marriage Announcement 

 Ms. Emily E. Hummel and Mr. Makato Kawasaki, of 
Osaka, Japan are happy to announce their marriage 
on March 14, 20111 at Higashi Osaka City Hall.  A 
spring ceremony is planned.  Both are safe and 
unharmed from the March earthquake and tsunami.  
Emily is the daughter of Rev. Dr. Cynthis Huling 
Hummel of Waverly, New York, a former member of 
WAPC. 

Soup-A-Thon News 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 
Soup Luncheon a success. 

Congratulations to the Winners:  
 1st place – Erik Jackson – Au Gratin Potato Soup 

2nd place – Jim Durick – “Cliff House” New England 
Clam Chowder 

3rd place - Monica Boleyn – Baked Potato Soup. 

Hearts, Hands & Stitches 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry of WAPC, continues to 
meet monthly.  We stitch at our meetings and on our 
own time to create comforting shawls. Our Spring 
meetings are scheduled as follows: 

Tuesday, April 19th, at the home of Cathy Boleyn 
Tuesday, May 17th, at the home of Gwyn Gronlund 
Tuesday, June 21st, at the home of Gail Smith 

All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to  
9:30 pm. 
We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our 
projects, and have refreshments, of course.  All are 
welcome to join.  

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information (908) 754-
1251 

Mission Opportunities 

LOCAL MISSION 

WAPC has been partnering with Crescent Avenue 
Presbyterian Church on the third Thursday of each 
month to serve meals at the Plainfield YMCA 
shelter. You can be a cook (who prepares food 
ahead of time and drops it off), a server, a helper, or 
all three! This is a great way for families to 
participate in mission together. Upcoming dates are:  
April 21st, May 19th, and June 16th.  If you are 
interested in helping out, contact Gwyn Gronlund of 
the Mission Committee for details. 
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Crop Report 

We apologize for being so late with this report.  
There is an old saying that goes: Better late than 
never.  But at Plainfield/North Plainfield CROP we 
have ours too:  It‟s better because it‟s late!  The 
good news is that this year‟s walk earned $9,590 
which is quite a bit better than last year and one of 
the best of recent vintage.  So all who participated 
can have some satisfaction in knowing that you 
have contributed a lot to many people around the 
world, around the country and right here in 
Plainfield/North Plainfield. 

The top five fund raisers this year are:  
1. Phil Anderson, Plainfield Elks Club.   
2. Dianne Ledder, Watchung Ave. Pres.   
3. Gwyn Gronlund, Watchung Ave. Pres.   
4. Ellen Lake, Watchung Ave. Pres.   
5. Rev. Calbert and Kyla Brantley, Agape House 
(Trinity Reformed Church).  Great Job! 

In addition to the above those at WAPC who 
earned $200 or more:  L. Lampariello.   
Those that earned $100 or more:   
W. Rodriguez, A. Lester, D. Treichler, S. Durick., 
L. Durick.  More great work! 

We would like to thank everyone for your 
tremendous support!  Next year‟s walk is on 
October 23 so mark it down on your calendars and 
bring a couple of friends or relatives along and let‟s 
see if we can match our beat 2010. 

God Bless You All! 

Tom Ledder,  Coordinator/Assist. Treasurer 
Al Smith,  Treasurer/Assist. Coordinator 

Thank You 

Estelle Kennedy and her family would like to thank 
each and every one for their prayers, cards, visits 
and well wishes!!  Estelle looks forward to more 
cards, calls and visits,  She is at the Somerset 
Valley Rehab. & Nursing Center, Room 6,  1621 Rt. 
22 West Boundbrook, NJ 08805 (next to the 
“Office”).  908.581.0628.  Hours 8am-8pm. 

Ps Estelle‟s birthday is April 13! 

Jelly Bean Donations 

If you would like to donate a bag or two of jelly 
beans to this year‟s Easter egg hunt, please give to 
Shawn Watters or Susan Durick any Sunday from 
now till April 17th.  Thank you. 

Wapc Easter Egg Hunt 

Come join us on Saturday, April 23rd, 2011 from 
10:00 am at the church. There will be Egg hunting, a 
special craft and most importantly, the Easter 
Bunny!  All children 10 years old and younger are 
invited to participate.  See flyer attached. 

WAPC Planned Giving Program 

We are moving ahead with the development of the 
WAPC  Planned Giving Program and it is time to ask 
for your help.  Please respond to the two questions 
below.  Either reply to Pastor Shannan 
(908.755.2781), svanceocampo@yahoo.com  or 
Bob Goellner 908.561.3346, (mr.bobg@yahoo.com.) 
or you can also write out and place in the offering 
plate.  Bob would like to hear all of your ideas on 
this program. 

Question # 1:  Have you already made WAPC a 
recipient for a donation in your Will? 

Question # 2:  If YES, do you mind if we give you 
recognition for this? ( If you do not want recognition, 
we would still like to know and you can tell Pastor 
Shannan or Bob in strict confidence and your name 
will not appear anywhere. 

Question # 3:  Do you have a good name for our 
legacy society:  all names will be considered!  No, 
there will be no reward. (well, maybe a Dunkin 
Donuts coupon if it is a real good name!) 

"Let us know who you are, you count, and so does 
your opinion!” 

Name:____________________________________ 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

There are many opportunities to provide flowers for 
the sanctuary. The 2011 Flower Chart is posted 
through August on the bulletin board in the Parish 
Hall. Please sign the chart for the Sunday of your 
choice and complete all required information on the 
signup sheet. It is the responsibility of the donor to 
contact a florist (or bring flowers from your garden)  

If you do not have a florist, Gray's, Rte. 22, in 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). 
If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct 
them to do so. 

Leslie Hansen is also interested in doing flower 
arrangements; she may be called at 908 604-0337. 
Leslie will place your flowers in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday morning when she comes for choir. 

Gail Smith, PW Flower Chairperson 
 (908-753-1249) 

mailto:svanceocampo@yahoo.com
mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com
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Long Range Planning Survey 

As a follow up to my sermon on 3/27/2011 I would 
like to pursue my “DREAM” of our church and its 
service to our North Plainfield Community.  In this 
regard I would like to begin picking the brains of all 
of our members.  I was taught by some really smart 
people that, “in the collective mind of the group lies 
the solution(s) to every problem the group will face.  
I strongly believe that and have found it to be the 
case in my professional work.  So group, here is 
your first, of several, questions. 

Question # 1  Part A:  If we continue to „do 
business as usual,‟ what will our church family and 
program look like 3 years from now? 

Question # 1 Part B:  In a perfect world, with no 
budget constraints and all traffic lights turning green, 
what SHOULD our church family and program look 
like 3 years from now? 

This will be the first of several questions coming 
your way and I hope to have a response from 
everyone.  You can tell Pastor Shannon, call or 
email the office or me at mr.bobg@yahoo.com.  You 
can also write a note and put it in the collection 
plate..every Sunday if you like! 

I know that we have a future, but I really think that if 
we start to build and control it NOW it will be a future 
that we will all be very proud of! 

Bob Goellner, Elder of Long Range Planning 

"Let us know who you are, you count, and so does 
your opinion!” 

Name:____________________________________ 

Women’s Craft Group 

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other projects 
and come enjoy each other‟s company, plus get a 
break from your busy week. We meet on Friday 
evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - sometimes in the 
church library and sometimes at someone‟s house.  
We even go on field trips occasionally!  Come join 
us whenever you can – just call Gwyn Gronlund 
(908-754-1251) or Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-
753-2859, cell: 908-295-4754) to find out where we 
will be meeting that week! 

PW Spring Retreat 

All the women of our church are invited to a joint 
retreat at Stony Point Conference center in 
Rockland county, NY with the women of Crescent 
Avenue and Fanwood Presbyterian  

on Friday, May 6 through Saturday, May 7.  

Rev. Beth Anderson-Domer and Rev. Shannan 
Vance-Ocampo will lead us in Bible Study and 
discussion. 

We will be staying at the Gilmore Sloane House; a 
Victorian mansion built in 1856, and will enjoy three 
healthy meals cooked from scratch for us by the 
excellent Stony Point Chefs.  The conference center 
is a beautiful setting for meditation and prayer time.  
Perhaps you might enjoy a walk through their 
outdoor labyrinth and Japanese Peace Garden. 

Please contact the office to make your reservation.  
A $30 deposit is required.  The remaining fee of $85 
may be paid in April. 

Eco-Tips 

To Care for God’s Creation 

• General: The U.S. has 5% of the world's 

population but uses 25% of its natural resources 

(Source: US EPA). How many earths would be 

needed if everyone on the planet used the same 

amount of resources as you? Find out by taking an 

ecological footprint quiz: www.myfootprint.org 

• Waste Reduction: The average American creates 

4.5 lbs. of garbage each day (Source: Story of Stuff), 

much of which is food waste. Starting an indoor or 

outdoor compost bin is easy, smell-free, and turns 

food waste into nutrient-rich soil. Learn how easy it 

is at: www.howtocompost.org . Contact your 

township—often, townships will provide compost 

bins for free or at a discount. In a small space or 

urban area? See this composting guide for New York 

City: 

http://www.nyccompost.org/how/index.html . 

• Waste Reduction: Your waste will outlive you—

plastic can take up to 600 years to break down in a 

landfill, and Styrofoam never breaks down. When 

planning parties and events, keep the environment in 

mind by using reusable dinnerware.  Start small with 

reusable utensils, since they can be easily collected 

and washed, supplemented with recycled-content 

paper and/or biocompostable dinnerware: 

www.worldcentric.org . 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com
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Prayer List 

- Prayers of healing for the family, co-workers and 
friends of Piscataway Police Sergeant David 
Powell who died as the result of a gunshot wound 
on Sunday, March 27, 2011.  David was a co-
worker of Shawn Rapach.  This has hit the 
Department and Community very hard. 

- Prayers of thanksgiving for the life of Rev. Omar 
Maren Turcaz, friend of Pastor Shannan‟s.   He 
was killed in a car accident Sunday near his 
church in Santa Clara, Cuba.  He was 34.  Prayers 
of healing for his congregation and all who loved 
him. 

- Prayers of healing for the family of Rosie Rusch, a 
5th grader at Sofia Ocampo‟s school who passed 
away. 

- Prayers of strength for the people of Libya. 

- Prayers of healing for all of those affected in 
Japan. 

- Prayers of healing for Lew Thomas , father of Jim 
Thomas, recovering from a heart attack. 

- Prayers of healing for Bob Hildebrandt who is 
having surgery April 6th , to remove more 
cancerous growths. 

- Prayers of healing for Estelle Kennedy, recovering 
from a stroke.  Estelle looks forward to cards, visits 
and calls: Somerset Valley Rehab. & Nursing Ctr., 
Room #6, 1621 Rt. 22 W., Boundbrook (next to the 
“Office”).  908.581.0628. 

- Prayers of healing for Andy Lake recovering. 

- Prayers of healing for the City of Plainfield and for 
the end of gun violence. 

- Alberta Vosburgh, at Arbor Glenn Continuing Care, 
Rm. 636.  

- Helen Miller, Ellwood Whitely & Joan Brown, at 
home.  

- Henry Coates and Kori Phillips, Our Seminary 
Interns. 

- Edwin Estevez, Jr., our Seminarian. 

May Birthdays 

Lynn Lampariello 1-May 

Joan Brown 1-May 

Virginia Metz 3-May 

Shelby Watters 7-May 

Neema Adelaja 8-May 

Scott Ledder 10-May 

Patrick Ronk 16-May 

Natalia Sophia Rodriguez 16-May 

Cathy Boleyn 24-May 

Misha Griffin 25-May 

Andre Serioux 26-May 

Elizabeth Kennedy 29-May 

Bridget Thomas 29-May 

Charlotte Downey 30-May 

Alexandra von Bradsky 31-May 

 

Did You Know! 

The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set 
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to 
members of the church at the time of a death in the 
family.  The purpose of this committee is to 
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or 
memorial service.  Members of the committee set 
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying 
coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the deceased 
is responsible for the main course and paper 
products.  If in need of this service or you would like 
to serve on this committee, please call Faye 
Steinau. 
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Worship Services & Regular Meetings 

Regular Sunday Schedule: 

9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

10:20 a.m. Church School 

11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship 

Weekly 

Wednesday Bible Study     10 a.m. in Lounge 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsal          7:30 p.m. 

Thursday Bible Study         7:30 p.m.-Lounge 

Monthly 

 1st Sunday  Holy Communion 

 1st Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection 

 2nd Sunday Healing Service 

 2nd Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m. 

 3rd Monday Trustee‟s Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 2
nd

 & 4
th Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m. 

 4th Sunday  Men‟s Breakfast 

 4th Monday CHATS - 7:15 p.m. in Library 

Key Cards 
We have a new policy for replacement of key cards.  
Due to the cost of the cards we will need to collect a 
fee of $10.00 for replacement of lost key cards. 
 

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events 
Sunday Schedule: 
   9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship 
 10:20 am Church School 
 10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship 
 7-9 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall 

Monday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:15 pm CHATS (4th Monday) 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall 

Tuesday Schedule 
  8:15 am Head Start 
  9:30 am WIC (Tuesday) 
  2:30 pm ASP 
  7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

Wednesday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 10:00 am Bible Study 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Thursday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Bible Study 

Friday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 

 6-8 pm Girl Scouts Parish Hall 

Saturday Schedule 
 9-11 am Heritage Choir Parish Hall 
 7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

Pastor:  Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
Pastor Emeritus:  Brooks Smith 
Student Pastors:  Henry Coates & Kori Phillips 
Director of Music:  Sam Chapin 
WAPC After School Program – 908-755-8202 
ASP Director:   James Winston 
Visions Editor:  Kathleen Golmont 

 



 
 

 

Easter Plants 
We are creating a Spring Garden for Easter Sunday Worship.  This is a beautiful way to 

remember and honor loved ones!  Please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate, 

or leave it in the church office.  Cash or check must accompany all orders. 

Please make your check payable to: “PW in WAPC”. 

Enclose payment with your order by: April 3
rd

 . 

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Please write in how many of each you would like to order: 

____ Azalea(s) ......... $13.00 each 

____ Hydrangea(s)... $17.00 each 

____ Daffodil(s)....... $8.00 each 

____ Hyacinth(s) ..... $8.00 each 

____ Lily(s) ............. $8.00 each 

____ Tulip(s) ........... $8.00 each 

____ I will pick up my plant(s) after the service. 

____ I would like the committee to deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home or someone who 

is ill. 

My plant is given: 

______In Memory of: 

______________________________________________________________ 

______In Honor of: 

______________________________________________________________ 

______To God’s Glory for: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
  



 

DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION  
FUNDRAISER 

Benefiting the Watchung and Crescenǘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇǎ 

Saturday April 9, 2011 
7PM—Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

Tickets: $5 (pre-buy via Watchung Ave office and/or at the door) 
 

Our youth groups are travelling to the Stony Point Center (NY) for a week this 
summer to help out on a building project and participate in activities with their 

Community of Living Traditions.   Join us for dinner and some great auction 
items to support our trip and our youth! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions and more information at www.wapc.net 

Bid on These Exciting 
Items!!!! 

¶ Oil Painting 

¶ Wine 

¶ Baked Goods 

¶ Local Restaurant Gift 
Certificates 

¶ Pet-sitting 

¶ Night for Two at the Summit 
Arboretum 

¶ Personal Training Session 

¶ Financial Advising Session 

¶ Homemade Cake 

¶ Face painting by Rachel 

¶ Babysitting Services 

¶ Leaf and Lawn Services 

¶ Home Services 

¶ Free Clergy Services for a 
Wedding 

 

….and more!!! 

http://www.wapc.net/


 

 
 
Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia  

Sunday April 10, 2011  
 
Every year, hundreds of faith communities around the United States hold 
special worship services and activities to pray and act for peace in Colombia.  
Since two pastors from the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia will be visiting 
us that weekend and staying with Shannan, Juan, and Sofiaɂwe will be having 
a special activity after worship during coffee hour as part of this national 
effort!  
 
The theme for this yeÁÒ ÉÓ Ȱ(ÁÎÄ ÉÎ (ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ 0ÅÁÃÅ ÉÎ #ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁȢȱ  #ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁ 
suffers the highest number in the world of internally displaced persons (UN 
estimates are 5.2 million) putting Colombia well ahead of places we hear 
about all the time like Sudan or Afghanistan.   Gloria and Adelaida will talk to 
us about peace in Colombia, how the Presbyterian Church there is working to 
make peace a reality, show some videos on our screen in the Parish Hall, and we will make hands for peace to 
send back to our sister congregations in Colombia.    Our hands for peace that we will make will go back to 
Colombia with Gloria and Adelaida to be displayed in churches there!    
 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÕÎ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÈÏÕÒ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÅÓȦȦȦȦȦ  Nos Vemos el 10 de Abril!!!!  
 

REV. ADELAIDA JIMÉNEZ CORTES is an ordained minister and member of Council in the 
Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia (Presbyterian Church of Colombia. She works as Pastor to 
three Presbyterian congregations in Barranquilla as well as the Chaplain to the Colegio 
Americano (American School).   Displaced by violence in Colombia, her family recently lived 
in the United States for nearly three years; working with congregations and organizations 
to promote understanding about the situation in Colombia, while also working on a Masters 
in Theological Studies at McCormick Seminary in Chicago.  Today Adelaida is working with 
the Reformed University (in Barranquilla) as Director of the Theology Program. She 
coordinates the group of investigations (REMEFESɂRecuperation of the Historical Memory 
with Faith and Hope).   This investigation is recovering the collective memories of displaced 
persons in Colombia, especially those of women and children.  Adeladia is married to the 
Rev. Milton Mejía.  Together they have two children, Iván and Andrés. 
  

REV. GLORIA ULLOA is an ordained minister in the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia.  
She has extensive experience in religious education, pastoral and public administration, 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȢ   3ÈÅ ÈÏÌÄÓ Á "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒÓ 
of Theology degree from the Biblical Seminary of Medellin, Colombia, is licensed in 
elementary education, and holds the Diplomate in Pedagogical Strategies from the 
University of the North in Barranquilla, Colombia.   Most recently, Gloria has served as 
the Executive Secretary of the Presibteria de la Costa (Colombia, and as Director of 
Secondary Education at the Colegio Americano in Barranquilla, Colombia.  She is 
currently the Chaplain at the Colegio.   She has significant cross-cultural experience, in 
2003-2004 she served as an International Peacemaker for the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and has been honored in Colombia not just for her work in the church, but by 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ    
 
 
 



 

 
. 

Presbyterian Women 
Present 

ñEverybodyôs Birthdayò 

Sunday, May 15, 2010ð12:00 Noon 

WAPC Parish Hall 
Hostesses: Circle of Grace 
Devotions: Circle of  Hope 

Health and School Kits will be collected. 

 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 

a small wrapped gift—perhaps something 

you  have received that you are unable to use and would 

like to pass on to someone else. 

After lunch, members of the Scrapbooking Group 

will be available to help everyone make 6 cards 

that can be taken home with you. 

For planning purposes, please reserve your place through 

Circle Chairpersons or by calling the church office at 

908 755-2781 by Tuesday, May 10, 2011 



 

APRIL 2011 CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 Sunday April 3 Sunday April 

10 

Sunday April 

17 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday April 

24 

Easter Sunday 

Bible 

Lesson and 

Teacher 

Psalm 23 

 

 

Walter and Jennifer 

Rodriguez 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

 
 

Rachel Weissenburger 

 

Easter Sunday 

 

No Church School 

 

Childcare Rooms 

Open 

 

Children in 

Worship for Easter 

Sunday! 
 

 

Activity 

Information 

Making sheep and 

learning about how God 

cares for us! 

Making symbols of 

hope and resurrection 
Craft 

Sunday! 

Special 

Information 

for Families 

Communion Sunday.  

Children stay in worship 

after childrenôs sermon for 

communion. 

Bring in One Great 

Hour of Sharing Fish 

Boxes to church.  Letôs 

see who has the box 

that weighs the 

most!!!! 

Children to process 

into worship with palm 

fronds.  Meet outside 

church 10 minutes 

before worship! 

 



 

Upcoming peacemaking and mission conferences  

The Global Peacemaking/Mission Committee wants you to be aware of the 

following events.   We are offering 100% registration scholarships to anyone 

connected to our Presbytery who would like to attend any of these conferences.  

Participants would still then be responsible for costs of lodging/travel.  To 

apply for scholarships, please be in touch with Rev. Chris Belden at 

chrisbelden@verizon.net  

BIG TENT 

EVENT 
June 30-July 2, 2011 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/big-tent 

  

Registration Fee:  $285 

  

Join thousands of Presbyterians 

for nine national conferences 

in one place! 
  

¶ Youth Clergywomen 

¶ Immigration &  

¶ Racial/Ethnic  

     Ministry 

¶ World Mission 

¶ Evangelism and Church 

Growth 

¶ Healthy Ministry  

¶ National Elders  

¶ Multicultural Church 

Peacemaking  

¶ Communicators  
  

Programs for Children, 

Youth, and Young 

Adults!!!! 
  

CONVOCATION OF  

PEACEMAKERS 
April 7-9, 2011ðStony Point Conference Center (NY) 
presbypeacefellowship.org/convocation2011 

  

Registration Fee:  $230   
  

This is not a normal conference, but a working meeting for peacemakers 

from across the church to plan together for effective advocacy and action.   We 

will also employ Open-Space Technology and Anti-Racism training throughout 

the conference as we focus on four areas led by expert leaders:  

¶ Colombia Accompaniment 

¶ Israel/Palestine 

¶ Gun Violence Prevention 

¶ Becoming a “Peace-Church”  

ECUMENICAL ADVOCACY DAYS 

 

                          March 25-28, 2011ðWashington D.C. 
 advocacydays.org  

gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/washington/ 

Registration Fee:  $175 

Development, Security, and Economic Justice: Whatôs Gender Got To Do With It? 
  

Come learn on a variety of tracks:  Latin America, Africa, Asia-Pacific, Middle East, 
Domestic, Eco-Justice, Economics, Peace and Global Security.  Features a lobby day 

on Capital Hill and the Presbyterian luncheon.   Engaging speakers, partnerships with 

other ecumenical leaders.  Also this year, come a day early and celebrate the 65th 

Anniversary of the PC(USA) Washington Office with extra free seminars for 

Presbyterians-only and a dinner cruise on the Potomac with PC(USA) leadership!    
  



 
 



 

 

 
                                             

Please join us for the annual 
 

WAPC  
EASTER EGG HUNT  

& 
Indoor Playground  

 

 

 

When: Saturday,  April 23, 2011  
At 10:00AM  

 
Where: Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church  

170 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield  
 

 

 
 

ages 10 and under  

 

Egg hunting, games, prizes, crafts  
 and most importantly,  

The Easter Bunny 
 



 

 

'In Christ we are not alone' 
MISSION PARTNERS, WORKERS IN JAPAN FEEL SUPPORTED BY PRAYERS 

General Assembly Mission Council 
by Judson Taylor , Communications Associate 

World Mission  

In the aftermath of the Japanese earthquake and tsunami catastrophe on March 11, the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)ôs global partners and mission co-workers have been buoyed by the transformative power and solidarity 

of prayer. 

The Presbyterian World Mission  ministry area has been in contact with several of its partner organizations and 
churches and with all of its mission workers in Japan since the devastating earthquake and tsunami on March 

11. 

Messages from PC(USA) mission partners and institutionshave expressed thanks and provided information 
about specific situations and responses. ñ[Your] encouragement makes us realize in Christ we are not alone,ò 

wrote the Korean Christian Church in Japan Many tell about churches and members suffering from the 
disaster, refugees living in shelters, and the shortage of food, relief supplies, and fuel. But they are organizing to 
assess the needs and help get aid to those in the greatest need. A spokesman for the Reformed Church of Japan 

wrote: ñWe would like to be effective witnesses to the Lord in the midst of devastation.ò 

The United Church of Christ (Kyodan), the church the PC(USA) works most closely with, reported a number of 
members missing and at least one confirmed death. A staff member of a nursery school related to Iwaki Church 
died on the day of the earthquake while communicating with the childrenôs parents. Some of the churches have 
hosted refugees. The chapel of Shinsei Kamaishi Church in the coastal fishing city of Kamaishi was reportedly 
filled with mud and oil. Built in 2000, it was known as a pioneer ñeco-church,ò with a solar-power system and 

transparent glass roof.  

Rev. Isamu Koshiishi, moderator of the National Christian Council in Japan (NCCJ), is thankful for the prayers 
of so many in the United States. He says the NCCJôs assessing the damages and recovery will take some time, 
but ñwe have been encouraged and strengthened by the many messages of support from our Christian brothers 
and sisters all over the world. Our immediate request is for you to continue to keep us in your prayers as we are 
coordinating a network of local support for those most severely affected. At this time of our great need, we want 

you to know how grateful we are for your expressions of support and solidarity.ò 

ñWe are touched by your prayers,ò wrote an officer of the Kyodan. Yodogawa Christian Hospital in Osaka, one of 
the institutions with which the PC(USA) has had a strong relationship, wrote: ñThank you so very much for your 

prayers. Our hospital patients and staff and their families are all safe, but our hearts ache as the earthquake 
disasters are spreading in other parts of Japan. We are praying for Godôs protection and comfort over those 

people in the earthquake-affected areas.ò 

 

Read the story online  → 
 

 →

https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2fnews%2f2011%2f3%2f28%2fchrist-we-are-not-alone%2f&srcid=3163&srctid=1&erid=2622956
mailto:Judson.Taylor@pcusa.org
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2fworldmission&srcid=3163&srctid=1&erid=2622956
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgamc.pcusa.org%2fministries%2fmissionconnections%2ffind-mission-worker-japan%2f&srcid=3163&srctid=1&erid=2622956
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2fnews%2f2011%2f3%2f28%2fchrist-we-are-not-alone%2f&srcid=3163&srctid=1&erid=2622956


 

 
Summer 2011 Youth Group Mission Trip 

June 26-July 1, 2011 
Stony Point, New York 

Co-led by Pastor Shannan (Watchung Avenue) and Pastor Rob (Crescent Avenue) 
 

Join the youth of Watchung Avenue and Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Churches for our 
Summer 2011 Mission Trip.  We’ll be going to Stony Point, NY to help with the building of a 
new arts building for the Stony Point Center, one of only three national conference centers 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  In the evenings we will have the opportunity engage in 
Bible Study with the Community of Living Traditions—an interfaith (Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim) young adult ministry group that resides at the 
Stony Point Center and is committed to nonviolence.  
Together with them we will learn about the common 
roots of our faith and how together we can be agents 
of peace in the world.    
 
We are very excited about this trip that will offer the 
youth of our congregations the opportunity to do 
physical and spiritual work as we build up ourselves as 
disciples of Jesus Christ! 
 

Cost $300/participant 
Each participant is asked to contribute $100 towards 
the cost of the trip, to fully participate to help 
fundraise towards our trip, and our two congregations will help with the rest.   
Scholarships are availableτsee Pastor Shannan 
 

Register via the WAPC office with your $100 deposit made out to 
“Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church”.  Note “youth mission trip” 

in the memo line.  Please register ASAP 
 

 


