VISIONS
November 2010

GROWING THE CHURCH

The question and the conversation I have most often is about how to grow the church. Everyone is talking
about it; everyone is wondering how to grow congregations (just like ours) in a world that is very different
from the world we all lived in just 10 years ago. Like you—I am a
lover of congregations. I grew up in church, I found meaning for my
life in church, and it is in church that I have made some of my best and
most important friendships that sustain me every day. But the truth
is, other than my “church friends”, who for the most part are my
l % professional colleagues in ministry—all my other friends and even

most of my extended family don’t participate in a faith community on a

regular basis. I bet if you look around to your extended family or

é Eg me/ friends you will find the same story to be true with many of them.

There have been a number of really interesting articles over the last few months in mainstream news
publications, all with the same theme: US congregations are different, they are undergoing huge shifts, and
change is in the air (whether we like it or not!). Here are some thought-provoking quotes that I've come across
lately:

“Experts say younger Americans are much more estranged from organized religion than young people were a few decades
ago.” -Washington Post, October 23, 2010

"The marketplace for religion has changed very dramatically, and I don't think new sermons or new hymns or new
seating will help until the overall public association between intolerance, as young people see it, and religion fades.” -
Harvard sociologist Robert Putnam, during an interview about his new book, American Grace: How Religion
Unites and Divides Us

“As recently as 1990, all but 7% of Americans claimed a religious affiliation, a figure that had held constant for decades.
Today, 17% of Americans say they have no religion.” -Los Angeles Times, October 17, 2010

There is no magic silver bullet out there that will make the church grow, whether it is Watchung Avenue,
Crescent Avenue, or St. Patrick’s Cathedral! But, what Robert Putnam points out in his exciting new book is
that there are a lot of people out there who are looking for a spiritual connection, looking for community in
their fragmented lives, and looking for places that will offer them hope and healing. But his research shows
that they are afraid to come to church because 99.9% of the media coverage out there about “church” is
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negative—we are either portrayed in the media as unsafe for children (mostly our Catholic sisters and
brothers) or as close-minded and unwelcoming (mainline Protestants....that’s us).

You and I both know we have a different story to tell at Watchung Avenue.

e We have historically always been a congregation that is welcoming to everyone—regardless of any
human barriers that separate us.

e We are not closed-minded —but instead inquisitive about our faith.
¢ We have always been, and always will be a safe space for all.

But, we have to tell our story.

One of the biggest problems, especially among us Presbyterians is that we do a poor job at telling others about
who we are. The Session is working hard to find innovative and creative ways to make linkages and
partnerships with groups such as the Multicultural Church Network and Presbyterian Welcome more
intentional and overt so that those in our community looking for a congregation know our values before they
come in the door so that they will want to come in the door. During the month of November our new church
website will be finished, which is the most important way we will reach new and prospective church members
because no one “church shops” anymore without first visiting a church online. Our new banner is hanging
outside telling the countless cars and people that pass by our doors every day what our values are and how
when they can join us for worship. Sometimes we have to take leaps of faith and risks to grow —that’s what
Jesus taught throughout the Gospels as he and the disciples gathered a diverse and oftentimes fragmented
group of people together. That’s what I am committed to doing and leading as your Pastor.

Word of mouth still matters. Growing the church is not my responsibility alone, nor is it the sole
responsibility of the Session. It is your responsibility. Come to church, be a part of all the good that we have
in this place —push us to do better —sign up for a leadership responsibility! Tell your friends and family, your
personal network about us. Because if they are like mine —most of them aren’t in church, but they are looking
for something more than what they currently have going on.....

....Bring them with you to Watchung Avenue!!!!

Peace,

&an nar<-

Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo



NOVEMBER WORSHIP

Nov 7": Daylight Savings Time Fall Back an Hour
Sacrament: Communion

Scripture: Psalm 98 &
Luke 20: 27-38

Sermon: “A strang Sort of Thanksgiving”

Nov 14™: Stewardship Sunday

Scripture: Isaiah 65: 17-25 &
Luke 21: 5-19

Sermon: “Imagining Something New”

Nov 21%: Christ the King & Thanksgiving

Scripture: Jeremiah 23: 1-6 &
Luke 1: 68-79

Sermon: “Why Follow That King”

Nov 25™: North Plainfield Community Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service at 7:30pm-St.Joseph’s
Roman Catholic Church

Please bring a canned good for F.I.S.H.

Nov 28": First Sunday of Advent
Henry Coates Preaching

Scripture:lsaiah 2: 1-5, Romans 13: 8-14 &
Matthew 24: 36-44

Sermon: “Jesus is Coming: Look Busy”

MISSION OPPORTUNTIES

If you would like to help out with a new local
mission, we will be partnering with Crescent Avenue
on the third Thursday of each month to serve meals
at the Plainfield YMCA shelter. You can be a cook
(who prepares food ahead of time and drops it off), a
server, a helper, or all three! This is a great way for
families to participate in mission together. If you are
interested in helping out, please contact Ellen
(Velasquez) Billard who is the Elder co-chair of our
Mission Committee at:

908-757-2929

“Do not ask God to direct your
footsteps if you do not P]em to move
your feet.”

NEW MEMBER CLASS

| will be holding a new member orientation class
during November for new and prospective new
members who are part of WAPC. Classes will be
held for 45 minutes in the downstairs lounge
following worship. Everyone is welcome!!! -
Pastor Shannan

November 7—Who am I? Learning about each
other, our spiritual journey(s), and how God is
speaking in our lives and in those of our families and
friends.

November 14—Learning about how we connect
to the church....How do we connect up at Watchung
Avenue? In the larger Presbyterian Church? In the
world? What are
our Christian
responsibilities? 0\” ()
November 21— ‘\0)\5

Now what? How \:‘
do we live out our &
faith here?

Responsibilities and

roles of

membership—

making

connections.

[ace in...

@ s famig,

NOVEMBER YOUTH GROUP

November 14"—Youth Group Meeting After
Church—Henry Coates leading

November 28"—Youth Group Thanksgiving
Activity--TBA

SIGN UP NOW! Sunday June 26-Saturday July
2, 2011—Youth Group Mission Trip with Crescent
Avenue to Stony Point, New York. This trip will be
co-led by Pastor Shannan (WAPC) and Pastor Rob
(CAPC). All youth who have graduated from 8"
grade and older are welcome!

Daylight Saving Time November
7 fall back an hour!



2011 STEWARDSHIP AND
PLEDGE DRIVE

Please be in the lookout in your regular mail for your
stewardship information for supporting the ministry
of Watchung Avenue in 2011. If you have any
questions, please be in touch with Elder Mark von
Bradsky who is the Chairperson of the Stewardship
Drive for this year. You may return your
stewardship pledge sheet to the church anytime you
like, however, we will be dedicating them on Sunday
November 21, 2010 during worship. Thank you for
continuing to support the ministry we enjoy
together.

Treasurer’s Report — Year to Date
September 2010

Financial Update:

» As of the September reporting period our ytd
income of $134.7k is unfavorable to our
initial budget of $150.8k as pledge income is
behind target — hopefully this is seasonal and
comes back in the 4™ quarter.

» Our expenses are in favorable to our budget
by of $10.2.k ($183.2 budget vs. $172.3
actual). This is primarily driven by
favorability in staff pay and could be timing /
seasonally related.

» This leaves us in a year to date deficit
position of $38.3k. Our full year projected
deficit was $42.2k. We will need a strong 4"
guarter of pledge income to not exceed the
budgeted amount.

» As planned, we will need to continue to draw
on our long term reserves to cover our
operating shortfall throughout the year.

Per Capita Giving — we have collected $2,453 year
to date of our commitment to the Presbytery of
$7,110 for 2010. This is a $4,700 shortfall that
WAPC is obligated to fund.) Have you paid your
per capita yet? It is $30/each member in your
household. It will help the church a great deal if you
can pay your per capita.

Contributing through your on line bill payments
— another friendly reminder that we welcome
contributions in this way. You don’t need to use the
envelopes on a weekly basis. Contributing via on
line bill pay can help keep you up to date through
the summer months when you may be on vacation
too. Look for us to also roll out a PayPal option
soon.

DID YOU KNOW!

The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to
members of the church at the time of a death in the
family. The purpose of this committee is to
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or
memorial service. Members of the committee set
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying
coffee, tea and dessert. The family of the deceased
is responsible for the main course and paper
products. If in need of this service or you would like
to serve on this committee, please call Faye
Steinau.

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
GIVING

Did you know that the Deacons of our church have a
giving fund? The monies in the Deacons fund are
used for emergency needs that arise in the life of
members of our congregation and community. The
only way the Deacon’s Fund takes in money is on
the first Sunday of every month, when the loose
offerings in the plates (anything that isn’t in an
envelope) is designated for them. Please
remember to offer something toward the Deacons
on the first Sunday of each month as we reach out
to those who call us in their times of their greatest
need.

CIRCLE OF GRACFE

Circle of Grace will meet at the home of Dot Fenz on
Monday, Nov 1°' at 7:30 PM.

Circle of Grace will meet at the home of
Colleen Parliman on Monday, Dec 6" at 6:00 PM
for Christmas Party and Dinner.



CIRCLE OF HOPE

Circle of Hope will meet at the home of Peggy
Bunell on Tuesday, Nov 9" at 7:30 PM.

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, Dec 7™ at
Giovanna’s at 6pm.

CIRCLE OF JOY

Circle of Joy will meet in the Parish Hall at WAPC on
Thursday,Nov 4™ at 7:30 PM. Confirm with Evie
Lamaire if attending.

A.C.T.
Active Christian Together

Come and celebrate an early Thanksgiving with us -
Nov.13™. We will be gathering at 7pm in the Lounge at
WAPC for dessert and coffee. If willing to help, please
call Beverly or Harry Krausse at 908.757.6654.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
FALL MEETINGS

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet
monthly. We stitch at our meetings and on our own
time to create comforting shawls.

Our Fall meetings are scheduled as follows:

Tuesday, Nov 9" at the home of Gail Smith

All meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 9:30 pm.

We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our
projects, and have refreshments, of course. All are
welcome to join.

You may speak to Gwyn Gronlund for more
information (908) 754-1251

2010
CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM

In this our 27th year of giving Christmas Baskets to
families in North Plainfield, we will again focus on
the families of children enrolled in the Head Start
and After School programs in our church.

Gift tags for your selection will be on the Giving Tree
on Sunday, Nov. 21°" The tree will be in the
Mission room.

Gift tags for each person in a family will be
combined into one Unit. Some family units will have
one person and others will have two, three or more.

For the family unit(s) you select you will be asked to
purchase and wrap a gift for each person in the

family. You may join with another church member to
purchase gifts for a large family unit.

On your first trip to the tree, please take only one
family to give others a chance to participate. You
can go back again later.

If you would like to assist with the program, e.g.
assembling and packing or distributing the gifts, see
Faye Steinau or Peggy Bunnell.

WOMEN’S CRAFT GROUP

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other projects
and come enjoy each other’'s company, plus get a
break from your busy week. We meet on Friday
evenings from 7:30 — 9:30 PM - sometimes in the
church library and sometimes at someone’s house.
We even go on field trips occasionally! Come join
us whenever you can — just call Gwyn Gronlund
(908-754-1251) or Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-
753-2859, cell: 908-295-4754) to find out where we
will be meeting that week!

ECO-TIPS

To Care for God’s Creation

* Energy: The United Nations estimates that by
2050 there will be more refugees from climate
change than from war. To fight climate change and
reduce your carbon footprint (and your energy hills),
complete a home energy audit:

http://hes.lbl.gov/

* Energy: As much as half of the energy used in
your home goes towards heating and cooling. Start
saving money and energy immediately by adjusting
your thermostat—in winter, be sure to lower the
thermostat by at least 10 degrees when you are not
at home or are sleeping (vice-versa for summer).

* Energy: If every US household replaced just one
incandescent light bulb with an Energy Star rated
compact fluorescent light bulb (CFL), it would
prevent greenhouse gases equivalent to the
emissions of more than 800,000 cars. A CFL

uses Y4 of the energy of an incandescent light bulb
and will pay for itself within 6 months (Energy Star).
Start small by installing Energy Star rated CFLs
when a light blows out, or make a big change by
installing CFLs in all of your lights.



PRAYER LIST

Gwyn and Bruce Gronlund are pleased to announce
the birth of their grandson,
Thomas Gabriel Campbell, born on October 20.

Prayers of healing for Peg Griffin, recovering from a
car accident

Prayers of comfort and healing for The Parish of St.
Luke’s in North Plainfield.

Prayers of healing for Tim Cortright, awaiting knee
surgery.

Prayers of healing for Bob Hildebrandt, recovering.
Cards may be sent to:5 Easton Road, Toms River,
NJ 08757

Prayers of healing for Barbara Goellner who is
undergoing treatment for cancer.

Prayers of healing for Joyce Veress, Shannan and
Juan’s friend, who is battling breast cancer.

Prayers of healing for George and Colleen Parliman.
Prayers of healing for Elwood Whitely, at home.

Prayers of healing for Harry & Dot Hooker,
recovering at home.

Prayers of healing for the City of Plainfield and for the
end of gun violence.

Prayers of healing for residents of the Gulf Coast
and animals of the oceans.

Harry Krausse, at home.

Mary Wirth, Pat Dell Bene O’Mara’s grandmother.
Amanda Lake, prayers of strength and courage.
Vi Krieg, at home.

Alberta Vosburgh, at Arbor Glenn Continuing Care,
Rm. 636.

Helen Stagg, in Cranford Extended Care Facility.
Helen Miller, at home.

Henry Coates and Kori Phillips, Our Seminary
Interns.

Edwin Estevez, Jr., our Seminarian.

FLOWERS FOR THE
SANCTUARY

There are many opportunities to provide flowers for
the sanctuary this fall and winter. The 2010 Flower
Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the Parish
Hall. Please sign the chart for the Sunday of your
choice and complete all required information on the
signup sheet. It is the responsibility of the donor to
contact a florist (or bring flowers from your garden)

If you do not have a florist, Gray's, Rte. 22, in
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400).

If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct
them to do so.

Leslie Hansen is also interested in doing flower
arrangements; she may be called at 908 604-0337.
Leslie will place your flowers in the Sanctuary on
Sunday morning when she comes for choir.

Gail Smith, PW Flower Chairperson
(908-753-1249)

iGIVE.com

Would you like to help the church with some extra
income while you shop online? Follow these easy
steps:

1. Go to wwww.igive.com

2. Create a free account for yourself

3. Designate Watchung Ave Presbyterian
Church as your charity (using their
navigation menu, go to NJ and then
Religious/Spiritual Institutions)

4. Every time to shop online, first go to
iGive.com and then go to your shopping sites
FROM their website

5. Donations are automatically generated at NO
cost to you (what this means is that vendors
like LLBean, Amazon.com, etc. then give a
% to us)

6. You can watch your shopping history and
donations generated by your shopping on
their calculator

Take a look at iGive’s list of vendors! They have
over 700 and counting—and almost all are popular
websites you are probably already using. Ask your
family and friends to sign up and help out our
church! Thanks!

CORRECTIONS to DIRECTORY

Please make the following corrections in the
Directory:

Bunnell email - jsbunnell@verizon.net
Mullen email — Juliemullen1@verizon.net

Lake email — lakee@live.com, Tyler (Goodman)

Ellen Velasquez is now Ellen Billard.

Colleen Parliman — goldenmomcp@comcast.net
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December Birthdays

Wayne Fabricius 1-Dec
Gail Smith 5-Dec
Tom Ledder 5-Dec
Arthur Metz 7-Dec
Ashley Ralston 8-Dec
Liz Kendall 12-Dec
Tyler Addison Parliman 12-Dec
Amy Aaroe 16-Dec
Ruth Stagg 17-Dec
Jeff Bunnell 23-Dec
Donald Triechler 24-Dec
Dick McKenna 25-Dec
Helen Miller 25-Dec
Kendall Serioux 26-Dec
Michael Piel 31-Dec

Worship Services & Regular Meetings

Regular Sunday Schedule:

9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. Worship

10:20 a.m. Church School
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship

Weekly
Wednesday Bible Study 10 a.m. in Lounge
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m.

Thursday Bible Study 7:30 p.m.-Lounge

Monthly

1% Sunday  Holy Communion

1% Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection
1% & 3“ Sunday Confirmation Class(12-1:30)
2" Sunday Healing Service

2" Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m.
3 Monday Trustee’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
2" & 4" Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m.

4" Sunday Men’s Breakfast

4" Monday CHATS - 7:15 p.m. in Library

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events

Sunday Schedule:
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

10:00 am Worship

10:20 am Church School

10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship
Monday Schedule

8:15 am Head Start

2:30 pm ASP

7:15 pm CHATS (4th Monday)

7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall

Tuesday Schedule
8:15 am Head Start
9:30 am WIC (Tuesday)
2:30 pm ASP
7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey
Parish Hall & classroom

Wednesday Schedule
8:15 am Head Start
10:00 am Bible Study
2:30 pm ASP
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday Schedule
8:15 am Head Start
2:30 pm ASP
7:30 pm Bible Study

Friday Schedule
8:15 am Head Start
2:30 pm ASP

Saturday Schedule
7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey
Parish Hall & classroom

Visions is published monthly.
The due date for articles for the December

newsletter is: Monday, November 22, 2010

Pastor: Shannan Vance-Ocampo

Pastor Emeritus: Brooks Smith

Student Pastors: Henry Coates & Kori Phillips
Director of Music: Sam Chapin

WAPC After School Program — 908-755-8202
ASP Director: James Winston

Visions Editor: Kathleen Golmont

Key Cards

We have a new policy for replacement of key cards.
Due to the cost of the cards we will need to collect a
fee of $10.00 for replacement of lost key cards.



Working for a Living:
What’s Jesus Got to Do With my Job?

Or:

“That’s Easy for Jesus to Say,
He Didn’t Have a Mortgage!”

A retreat for men led by Rev. Paul F. Rack

How are we called to live out our faith in the kind of work we do and the way we do it?
What does the New Testament have to say about the intersection of faith and work?
How can we be obedient to Jesus in the workplace?

How do we balance responsibilities to God, family, and work?

Join us as we encounter words
from John the Baptizer, Jesus, and Paul
as we explore the relationship
between the promises of our faith
and the things we do
to get by and get ahead in the world.

Saturday
November 13, 2010

9am —4pm
(Lunch included)

Fellowship Deaconry
Liberty Corner, NJ

Cost: $50.00

Contact:
Paul Rack, 908-625-1844




November 2010 Church School

Come Join the Fun as we Grow in Faith!!!

November 7 | November 14 | November 21 | November 28
Bible Lesson Psalm 98 Isaiah 65: Luke 1: 68-79 No Church
for the Day 17:25 School
Teachers Jim and Christy Rachel Juan Ocampo
Thomas Weissenburger Thanksgiving
Theme of Singing our Jesus as King Weekend
Faith! Craft Sunday Making Crowns
the Day s :
ongs about and Regal Attire All Children
Jesus Welcome in
i Each child bring .
| fSpECIa! in three canned Worship!!!!
hformation or boxes item for
the FISH Food Childcare
Bank Room Open

Information for Families

e |f you have not yet signed up to teach church school this year, please do! We ask
that each family sign up to teach three times during the year. If every family signs
up, we’ll fill all our Sundays! Easy as can bel!ll Sign up with Cori Peloso:
coriandsteve@hotmail.com

e Please remember to send an offering in with your child each Sunday. If you need a
new box of offering envelopes, please let Kathleen in the Church Office know and
she will get a new box for your family.

e We are beginning to make plans for the Christmas Eve Worship Service for Children.

If your family can participate please let Cori Peloso know!



mailto:coriandsteve@hotmail.com
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Initiative
DREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

invite you to

Ground for Hope

A Religious-Environmental Education & Training Event

Sunday, November 14 Monday, November 15
2:00 - 6:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Watchung Ave. Presbyterian The Theological School
Church, North Plainfield Drew University, Madison

Keynote Lecture by:

Dr. Larry Rasmussen

Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics Emeritus, Union Theological Seminary

Education and Training on:

e Eco-preaching, worship, biblical, theological
and religious education

e Environmental justice & advocacy

e ‘Green’ facility management

e Environmental Justice, Green Building
and Drew Sustainability Tours

Registration: $25 Sunday only: $15 Free for seminarians
Groups of 4 or more from one house of worship - 20% discount

Schedule, information and registration at www.greenfaith.org



http://www.greenfaith.org/

Summer 2011 Youth Group Mission Trip
June 26-July 1, 2011

Stony Point, New York

Co-led by Pastor Shannan (Watchung Avenue) and Pastor Rob (Crescent Avenue)

Join the youth of Watchung Avenue and Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Churches for our
Summer 2011 Mission Trip. We’ll be going to Stony Point, NY to help with the building of a
new arts building for the Stony Point Center, one of only three national conference centers
of the Presbyterian Church (USA). In the evenings we will have the opportunity engage in
Bible Study with the Community of Living Traditions—an interfaith (Jewish, Christian,

Muslim) young adult ministry group that resides at the ‘T'DUTH

Stony Point Center and is committed to nonviolence.
MISSIDN

Together with them we will learn about the common
roots of our faith and how together we can be agents
of peace in the world.

We are very excited about this trip that will offer the
youth of our congregations the opportunity to do
physical and spiritual work as we build up ourselves as
disciples of Jesus Christ!

Cost $600/participant

Each participant is asked to contribute $200 towards
the cost of the trip, to fully participate to help
fundraise towards our trip, and our two congregations will help with the rest.
Scholarships are available—see Pastor Shannan

Register via the WAPC office with your $100 deposit made out to
“Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church”. Note “youth mission trip”
in the memo line. Please register by November 15, 2010
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Celebrating over 60 years and still growing
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Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER

We grow the plants to help your organization grow
their funds!

Shop at Parker Gardens between
September 1st and December 30th and
we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church

Just in time for all your fall plantings.

Whether you’re looking for annuals, perennials, trees or
shrubs, water gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping
service, Parker’s 14 acres of greenhouses & garden center
presents the area’s largest selection of top quality plants and
services with expert advice that is second to none!
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 5 years in a row.

Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at the time of sale and
we will log the sale into your organization’s account. At the end of the fundraiser, 10% of the total
proceeds will be forwarded to your organization.

Powker Gawrdensy
1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ
(908) 322-5552

www.parkergardens.com
Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.







